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IRELAND.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Position of Poor-law Medical Officers.
THE position of Poor-law medical officers in certain

parts of the country becomes every day more difficult.
In unions in which the guardians have repudiated the
authority of the Local Government Board the Govern-
ment grants, from which a portion of the Poor-law
salaries was paid, have been withheld. At the same
time the Local Government Board still claims the
right to dismiss medical officers or to mulct them in
costs by process of mandamus if they fail to send the
usual returns to the Board. On the other hand, the
guardians have the power of withholding a medical
officer’s salary should he, in disobedience to their
orders, send returns to the Local Government Board.
The medical officers whose only desire is to continue to
do their professional work without interference, find
they cannot hope to serve two masters, and are actually
performing their usual duties without receiving any
salary. Last week a new factor further complicated
the position. Several local authorities received a

circular letter, purporting to come from the Local
Government Department of Dail Earann, containing the
following warning :-
"Where a local authority has by resolution declared

allegiance to Dail Earann and has severed all relations with
the English Local Government Board, instructing its officials
to cease communication with that institution, any such
communication, written or verbal, direct or indirect, with
that institution or any of its officials, or any person acting on
behalf of any of its officials, will be deemed a treasonable
practice and dealt with accordingly." I I

I do not pretend to interpret the threat in the closing
words of this warning, but to a man living in a country
district in Ireland it is not to be taken lightly. Last
week the Council of the Irish Medical Association drew
the attention of the Local Government Board to the
danger to which they were exposing Poor-law medical
officers for the performance of what is, under present
conditions, a mere formality.
April 17th. 
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VIENNA.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Statistics of the University Terr2.
THE following are instructive items from the

prospectus for the coming summer term (April 15th
to July 15th). Four hundred and seventy-two classes
will be held for ordinary students and post-graduates,
as against 448 held last summer term. The number of
men engaged in this work is 24 ordinary professors,
135 extraordinary professors, and 157 assistants. These
figures differ only slightly from those of the last winter
term. Two members of the Senate of the Medical
Faculty, the professor of medical chemistry and the
director of the first clinic for obstetrics and gynaecology,
have not yet been appointed. The published figures
show that the number of ordinary medical students
is declining somewhat; the present total is 4282, as
against 4529 a year ago ; female students number 578, as
against 600 last year. It is believed that later figures
will show a further drop because of the increased fees
payable by foreign students in compliance with the
demand made by the Rockefeller Foundation,! to which I
I have already alluded. ’

American Food Supplies for Students and Scientists.
The American Relief Committee, which has fought

starvation by supplying a free daily meal to about
200,000 children in Austria alone, has now extended the
scope of its work to include assistance of the so-called
"mensae." These institutes provide a midday dinner
for university students in Vienna, but for many months
this meal has been very scanty owing to lack of funds.

1 Vide THE LANCET, April 9th, p. 769.

The Relief Committee has now made arrangements to
supply sufficient food for an additional daily meal of the
food value of 1000 calories. It will consist of rice, cocoa,
butter or fat, sugar, flour, beans, and peas ; all students
will be entitled to apply for it, with no distinction of
race, creed, or stage of study. The professors and
lecturers have also a special mensa of their own, where
they obtain a good meal at a nominal cost-hardly
enough to cover part of the rent. It is intended to
compare the weights of the students before beginning
the additional meals, and after partaking of them for
periods of 4, 8, and 12 weeks.
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Rontgen Bays.

On March 18th the Medical Society of Vienna held a
solemn meeting in honour of the twenty-fifth anniver-
sary of Professor Rontgen’s great discovery. A paper
was read by Professor Lecher, the famous physicist,
on " Physical Aspects of Rontgen’s Discovery," in
which he explained the use of X rays in ascertaining
the number and inner construction of elements and
their atoms. He mentioned the splendid work of the
English scientist Moseley, who fell when very young in
action at the Dardanelles.

A Peculiar Psychical Condition After Gas Poisoning.
At a recent meeting of the Medical Society of Vienna,

Dr. Geistmann showed a patient in a peculiar condition
produced by illuminative-gas poisoning. The condition
was characterised by a complete loss of apperception,
differentiation, and recognition of objects and occur-
rences of the outer world-a loss of the functions of
thinking, reasoning, and judging, in short, of the higher
psychical spheres altogether. The patient’s behaviour
permits of the assumption that the cortex cerebri, the
centre of psychical activity, had completely ceased to
function. He displayed an extreme degree of dementia ;
the very earliest reflex phenomena-echolalia and

echopraxis, as seen in infants-were demonstrable in
him. When any object was brought near his face he
moved his lips as if to eat it, showing suppressive
reflexes from the cortex to be entirely absent. He
repeated mechanically, without understanding it, any
word or sentence spoken to him, and every movement
or gesture made before his eyes was at once imitated.
His motorial condition reminded one of the primitive
forms of movement seen in the lowest animals, although
he had retained normal function of the bowels, kidneys,
and vascular system. The case seems to be unique, and
will be furthei reported upon later.

Reform of the Public Health Service.
The ever-increasing scope of preventive medicine

necessitates a reform of the Vienna health service. A
special committee has been appointed to draw up the
outlines of the proposed reform. The following principles
have been agreed upon, and will be recommended to
the municipal authorities. All matters pertaining to
public health will be centralised in the 

" 

Stadtphysicat,"
controlled by the ober-stadtphysicus (chief M.O.H.);
the central office will contain several departments,
each with two or more subdivisions, to deal with separate
problems such as the following: general direction
of sanitation of the city ; standardisation of tariffs and
schedules in employments; preparation of standard
forms for health reports and statistics, milk distribution,
and additional fat and sugar rations for diseased
persons ; control of municipal institutes of health ; and
instruetion of the public health service. The hospitals,
and hygiene, bacteriological, and chemical institutes are
to be controlled by a special department. Public
welfare work, child welfare, care of the tuberculous
and the crippled (including war cripples) is to be
centralised in another department, which will also deal
with inspection of markets and of the sale of medicines.
Cooperation with the State Board of Health, which deals
with the corresponding work throughout the rest of the
country, is, of course, expected, and it is hoped that the

i reorganisation of this important side of local govern-
ment will result in permanent benefit both to the rate-
payers and to the municipality.
April 14th.


